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The Queen’s new portrait to be unveiled on Commonwealth Day

 PRESS VIEW & UNVEILING: 11 MARCH 2002  16.00 – 17.30

A portrait of HM Queen Elizabeth II, Head of the Commonwealth, commissioned to mark her Golden Jubilee, will be unveiled on Commonwealth Day, Monday, 11 March 2002. 

Painted by Nigerian artist Chinwe Chukwuogo-Roy, it will be unveiled by Commonwealth Secretary-General Don McKinnon at a ceremony at Marlborough House, in London, headquarters of the Commonwealth Secretariat. 

Mr McKinnon said today: “We are delighted with the painting’s inspired depiction of the Commonwealth, and its dignified portrayal of the Queen, who has achieved so much in nurturing and encouraging our family of nations.”
The artist commented: “The Queen is a great communicator. She’s observant, humorous, interesting and generous with her time. I hope I have succeeded in capturing some of these qualities in my painting. I also wanted to refer to the past and the present, and to show that the strength of the Commonwealth lies in its cultural diversity.  I decided the best way was to show different places, buildings and monuments united in an imaginary panorama.”

The full-length portrait shows the Queen standing at the window of a room in Buckingham Palace. Beyond the balcony is a composite view of some of the best-known sights in the Commonwealth: The Sydney Opera House, Australia; the Houses of Parliament in the UK; the Taj Mahal, India; Great Zimbabwe and Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe; the Kourion Amphitheatre, Cyprus; Montego Bay, Jamaica; the Kasubi Tombs, Uganda; King Njoya’s Palace in the ancient Kingdom of Bamun, Cameroon; a First Nations totem pole from British Columbia, Canada; and the Petronas Towers in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

After five sittings at Buckingham Palace, the portrait was completed in the artist’s studio in Suffolk, UK, in January 2002. After its unveiling, the painting will be included in an exhibition of portraits by the artist at the Royal Commonwealth Society, Northumberland Avenue, London. The exhibition will tour to The Forum, Norwich, in time for the Queen’s Jubilee visit in July; and on to the Lowry Centre, Salford, for the Commonwealth Games in the same month. The exhibition includes a portrait of Chief Emeka Anyaoku, former Secretary-General of the Commonwealth.
To attend Press View or for further information on the artist, photographs of the portrait and related studies, or to arrange interviews, filming and photography, please contact:


Commonwealth Secretariat  
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7747 6385/6 ( Fax: +44 (0) 20 7839 9081 ( Telex: 27678
                       
E-mail: info@commonwealth.int ( Cable: COMSECGEN LONDON SW1


Imogen Lock at Sheeran Lock 
Tel: + 44 (0) 1728 621126 ( Fax: + 44 (0) 1728 724942

 
E-mail: imogenlock@sheeranlock.com
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NOTES TO EDITORS

Featured in the background of the painting, from left to right, are:
The Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe is one of the world’s great natural attractions. The falls are 1.7 kilometres across and the drop below into the Zambezi Gorge is over 100 metres. Half a million cubic metres of water fall every minute.

The Greek-Roman amphitheatre in the ancient city of Kourion in the south of Cyprus is one of the Mediterranean’s most majestic sights.

Great Zimbabwe is the greatest medieval city in Sub-Saharan Africa. Situated in the south-east of Zimbabwe, its impressive structures, such as the Great Enclosure and the Conical Tower, date back to the 13th and 15th centuries.

The twin Petronas Towers skyscrapers in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, are the world’s tallest buildings.

King Njoya’s Palace is situated in the ancient Kingdom of Bamun, in the mountains of western Cameroon and was a renowned centre for culture and education. 

Australia’s Sydney Opera House is one of the most recognisable images of the modern world and was opened by HM Queen Elizabeth II in 1973. 

The Taj Mahal is one of the most beautiful buildings in the world. It is a mausoleum situated near Agra in India and was built by the Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan in memory of his wife, Mumtaz Mahal.

The Houses of Parliament were built in the mid-19th century on the site of the old Royal Palace of Westminster, and is one of London’s best-known buildings. A Victorian gothic masterpiece, it accommodates the House of Lords and the House of Commons.

The Kasubi Tombs are on the site of a royal palace enclosure on Kasubi Hill in Kampala, the capital of Uganda. The painting shows a traditional reed and barkcloth building of the kings of the Baganda people.

Montego Bay in the north west of Jamaica is one of the country’s principal tourist resorts.

The totem pole on the far right of the painting is a First Nations Totem Pole from British Columbia, Canada.
/Notes to Editors Cont…
Chinwe ChukWuogo-Roy: Biographical Chronology

The artist was born in Awka, Anambara State, Nigeria, and took up painting as a profession in 1988. Much of her work is in pastels and oils, and her subjects range from portraiture and landscape, to pictures which capture the traditions and cultures of the African continent. She has exhibited widely and her work is represented in public and private collections in France, Grenada, Kenya, Malaysia, Mozambique, Nigeria, South Africa, Spain, Swaziland, United Kingdom, and U.S.A.
1967-70
Biafran War forces family back to their Igbo homeland, where thousands of inhabitants die of starvation

1975
Leaves Nigeria to study in the UK

1988 Begins professional career as a painter

1Paints 
1996
Paints portraits of Margaret Neckles, President of the Senate, Grenada, and Kriss Akabusi, athlete and UK TV personality


1999
Commissioned to paint portrait of H.E. Chief Emeka Anyaoku, Commonwealth Secretary General

 2001
Commissioned by The Commonwealth Secretariat to paint portrait of HM The Queen

2002


11 March 

Unveiling of portrait of HM Queen Elizabeth II at The Commonwealth Secretariat, Marlborough House, London


20 April-19 May
HM Queen Elizabeth II: A Commonwealth Portrait Commission to mark the Golden Jubilee exhibition at Christchurch Mansion, Ipswich, UK


27 May-24 June
HM Queen Elizabeth II: A Commonwealth Portrait Commission to mark the Golden Jubilee exhibition at The Royal Commonwealth Society, London


8-20 June

Chinwe a selling exhibition of  recent works at The Cinema Gallery, Aldeburgh, Suffolk, UK during the 2002 Aldeburgh Festival


8-20 July 

HM Queen Elizabeth II: A Commonwealth Portrait Commission to mark the Golden Jubilee exhibition at The Forum, Norwich, UK


8-27 July

Chinwe a selling exhibition at The Assembly House Gallery, Norwich, UK


19 July, 8pm

Portraits, Passions and Perceptions a lecture by Chinwe Chukwuogo-Roy at The Assembly House Gallery, Norwich, UK


26 July-4 August 
HM Queen Elizabeth II: A Commonwealth Portrait Commission to mark the Golden Jubilee exhibition at The Lowry Centre, Salford, UK during the Commonwealth Games 2002


26 July-4 August 
Chinwe: An Exhibition for the Commonwealth Games at the Central Library, Manchester, UK
For further information on the artist, please visit:     www.chinwe.com 


/Notes to Editors Cont…
Her Majesty Queen elizabeth II’s Golden Jubilee

2002 marks the 50th anniversary of the Accession to the Throne of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. There is a long and unbroken tradition of celebrating Royal jubilees. The Queen's Golden Jubilee is a unique time in the life of the nation. It is a time for looking back at the central role that the Queen has played in the life of the UK and the Commonwealth over the last 50 years. It is also a time for looking forward and to the part the youth of the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth will play in the future. The Queen has expressed the wish that the Golden Jubilee should be an occasion for her to give thanks to the whole nation and the Commonwealth for the support she has received during her reign. The main celebrations of the 50th anniversary of The Queen's Accession to the Throne will take place between May and July 2002. The central weekend of the Golden Jubilee celebrations will take place from 1 to 4 June. Jubilee Day will be Tuesday, 4 June, when the Queen will attend a National Service of Thanksgiving at St Paul's Cathedral, London.

For further information, please visit:

www.goldenjubilee.gov.uk 

THE COMMONWEALTH
The Commonwealth is a unique global family of 54 member countries. From Africa to Asia, from the Pacific to the Caribbean, from Europe to North America, the Commonwealth's 1.7 billion people make up nearly 30 per cent of the world's population. Over half of the Commonwealth's peoples are aged 25 or under. The modern Commonwealth evolved out of Britain's imperial past and, today, it helps to advance democracy, human rights, and sustainable economic and social development. With English as a common working language and similar systems of law, public administration and education, the Commonwealth has become a vibrant and growing association of states in tune with the modern world.

Commonwealth countries work together to improve the lives of their citizens. In the words of the Commonwealth Secretary-General, Don McKinnon, “One of the strengths of the Commonwealth lies in the values shared by its members. These values are enshrined in the 1991 Harare Principles. Whatever our individual religious beliefs, our cultural backgrounds, our national history, we all share the same commitment to foster human rights and tolerance, to promote democratic practices and to eradicate poverty.”

Commonwealth Heads of Government meet every two years to discuss how best to achieve their common goals. Meetings at ministerial and official level also take place throughout the year in different member states. Commonwealth professional associations and non-governmental organisations also play a central role in improving the lives of Commonwealth people. They do so in such areas as education, housing and health.

Celebrating Diversity is the theme for Commonwealth Day 2002, which will be observed on Monday, 11 March. The theme reflects one of the association's basic tenets and its rich diversity in areas such as culture, history, race, religion and ethnicity, reflecting the varied membership of its 54 members. Stuart Mole, Director-General of the Royal Commonwealth Society comments: “The Commonwealth sees its diversity not as a weakness but as a source of strength and a cause for celebration. On numerous occasions the Commonwealth has consciously used its diversity to help bridge deep differences and defuse situations of real conflict.”

For further information, please visit:

www.commonwealthday.com  and www.thecommonwealth.org
/ENDS
HM Queen Elizabeth II: A Commonwealth Portrait Commission to mark the Golden Jubilee by Chinwe Chukwuogo-Roy

